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aa © In these brief monthly reports it ehall usually touch upon 
if  iresne jects: Pate hans happenings , “perticular excavations or aA 
" WAnaidetlage sa ecco éitiod en@the ‘rindncial statue of the. 
expedition. Whenever possible, photographs ‘will accompany the 
— Peporte, “Actual field notes, field pHotograph, maps, cross- — be 
— Meeetionarsvings ‘ana archaeological erééimens will stay with the” 
i ‘expedition. “This report WELT very only from the regular reports 
Wa in ‘that it shell have a ‘complete listing of all ‘the equipment.” 
_y fantom wife and’ I Lert Chicago on November loth, in ‘the jeep 
| Muth the travler., ‘Thefirst day of travel wap uneventful but on 
| thie wean Gay, half way acroes Miscourt, misforturie overtook us. ) 
— @helrtent “whee! of the trailer nad’ spurt orf thé lug nute and eaten 
ren but? tito of. the lugs ‘as’ well’ as Half of the casing for the 
aw. -Wortunately; we had turned no corners and’ stopped bali Biely 
, ana ‘thus’ the wheel dia not come ofr.” After some delay searching —~ 
‘for a@ hew ‘axle drum ané whieeX I haa the wheel Welded to’ the axle: 
| arin ed axle drum welded back toxettier. ‘Whus, on the third’ aay 
ve hobbied “into Kangas City for repaiite: ‘Fortunately, my wife's - 
ve father isa mechante and owner of an “but o parts supply house. 
‘wer by the ena of the first week thelitiratier wae totally repaired | 
aswel ‘fag meehentealty improved. AYeos I had the jeed overhauled 
| and new piston rings , valves, fuel Duin; etc., were put in. Then 
; we took: ort for’ ns sale anda arrived November 24th. 
\ eta 7 , ana: — gived shugpe tic oe nhips 
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\ yo Phe original purpose of the visit to the University of Texas 

was to analyze the archaeological materials from the Cameron County, 
Texas and northern Tamaulipas sites in the Andereon Collection. I 

had studied end tabulated most of the materials from Tamaulipas in 
1946, but had neglected (due to lack of time and money) to check 
statistically the specimens from Cameron County which superficially 
appeared to be the same. Upon analysis, however, it immediately 
became apparent that there were some percentage differences in the 
artifact types as well as some different artifacts. The materials 
in northernmost Tamaulipas have a greater emphasis upon shell arti- 
fact and crude objects usually’are Huostec sherds of Periods V and VI. 
In Cameron County, however, the sites, though, with about 76% of 
their traits the same show a greater emphasis on stone and have 
as trade objects (?) projectile points made of green (rum) bottle 
glage and early colonisl Spanish glazed or wheel made sherds. Pro- 
bably in March or April I will extavate two sites, each of these 
two varieties, of the Brownsville complex. This provides a chronology 
for the Rio Grande Delta region and should prove to be a valueable 
link in correlating the chronologies of Central Texas and Meso-America. 
However, our visit to the University of Texas was even more fruitful, 
for on the second day of my studying there, a graduate student at 
the University asked could he come along with me. Since I was in 
need of a supervicor for working along the coast this was most 
fortunate. Also, it waa possible to arrange with the Veteran's 
Administration to have him receive his G.I. Bill benefits while he 
studied and received educational training in Tamaulipas. Thus, I 
do not have to pay him. He will start work shortly after February lst, 
and will work until about June let. I will work with him and get 


: Ln , Oi Page. Bs 
iF hie Srbdnee: during the month of February. The materials he un- 
_ covers ‘I will study and will be included with the rest of my 


ifs should have been enough but they were not. °0n Saturday, a Dr. 

ip We Armetrong Price, consultant geslopist of the Humble 011 Gompany, 
 eablea me long distance and asked coulda he fly up from Gorpus Christi 

Be _ andyhave a conférence with me that evening. The substance of the 
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.. Ee, conference was that his company has rp lawsuit which ia concerned 
phe 

[ with the age of clay dune formation elong the Tamaulipas and Texas 
+ Coast. I was. fortunately abi¢ to inform him that I had dateable.. 


a 
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|  apehseological materiale both under, over and-in these clay dunes. 
Thus, we were able to-do business. 

r -o* For information that eould be cured in the lawsuit, they are. 

| wD Ling’ to help me°invany way possible. Since I> would. be digging 

| clay dune sites and piblishing the information anyway, their project 
and working with» them does not inconvenience me at all. They have 

4 : ei aia that they will provide ms with an outboard motor for a boat 

4 tor my work along’ the Goast and.that, also, during the last week 

it. of February they might be eble to fly me up and down the coast to 

* ; Look for'sites. © 

\ /eeeThe final happening’ in Austin was that Robert Stevenson, 

: yevetsne sor Smithsonian Institute on Federal Dan Basin Archaeolo- 

- giear Surveys Project has been told that he will be doing surveying 
in Starr, ‘Zapata and Yéebb Counties, Texas, just west of Tamaulipas, 

_- @uring April. I have geen collections from this area and they tie 

tA in with Tamaulipas and might provide @ link between the culture of 

ma . ; | nabs outhwest and the "high" culture of Mexico. He and I will 
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iam re availedie to me for dompardtive: data PoP ay firet 
, ‘begeg ae mal. GP é oF sbermie wers fond, oveftles wade of mut 


Pui SHAD Pludey" OP MURTHY tha’ Bdod Take F°LNFs Advtan on 
~ohaeleabetioiel ‘GH’ Tampids bite Both.” OW the’ vay Gown’ thtougn 
ipae = ‘renewed ‘contacts with aides, workers and other people 

: cocnaett 60 thinge would be renfy when I began working. In 

: 4 an pico ds saw Ropétto Parran, who tng one some survey work looking 

‘ abi, Persce! T sited kno how eu Lop gaal Ling mh S workers” 
hs wever, ‘Wiel? the first probien "T Wanted’ to attack was con~ 
- “ith Tot Arohato 6¥ Srécapénaie dulturé of Nextoo which’ was’ 
ae AG te! toxe ne Just over the border into Vera Craz and my permit 

; “ ‘ Wi i Sa Jas YeH ‘Tamoulipas, | 4 became neeesaaty to fo. ‘to Mexioc, D.F.. 

3 fer “Thus, ‘from Decenber lat’ to ‘Bth, T wae in Mextoo Gity. Here I 
“bpm number of the more ‘Lmpertant abchatologiate at’ the" 
e6 an a the 1 Inetitute. Also, Dr. Moquera agreed that it ‘was 

sable for’ me to ao york north of Panuoo and ‘around the ‘aiguhe 
] on my present permica. . rok 

ah vy i > Hea December 6th through the Oth, T eurveyea for Porie: 
+. ase eround the Laguna @@ Chita Ana north of Pamunco. A large 
ae 


PE, sites were seen but the best one was Just north of Panuco. 


ee of the, vane, had gut. into. a deep refuse deposit. 
peared to GO down to at Teast’ a aepth of 20 feet and she 
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at the top. of the bank were Period I. ‘The first excavation 


‘fs = > put into” this ‘deposit was. ‘pbout 120 feet back from the river 
\ ‘a ba ee te pefuse only went down about 4 feet. The materials were 
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videntiy we had dug into the top of a prehistoric 
wi mali hill. Thus we moved our second excavation over 
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ak were, taken oem, in. ¢.inch Levels to a depth of 25 feet. A  . 
endous MePPeh: of sherds were fount, profiles made of the cut 
1 ebout 80 photos ot the excavations and strata taken. The 
ratified materials should have eome definite changes from top to 
‘ 7 and I belteve upon analysis Period I will have to be broken 
i nm into, at least, ‘three, other peridds. However, even down in 
Bes ¢ Lowest levels some ‘of the sherds were far from primitive and most 
oak aid not pegong to development etages of the Mexican “Archaic” 
| See p *uLAdie Cultures". For. ‘this reason 1,did not feel justified in 
ee 1Ling Dr. Nogera wt ‘come and see my excavation. 
‘ On December 17th, a came up to Brownsville to write reports, get 
1 r tires for ‘the Jeep, pick up my mail, etc. In the meantime, 
0 Patton and the other workers are finishing working and 
mbe ne the sherds as. vell.as filling in the holes we dug. In 
th oa two. weeks 7 expect to further explore the Laguna de Chila 
: 1 looking: for, "Period I" sites that appear worth teating. 
The expedition is quite. well equipped except for another light 
_ meter. i would appreciate, your sending me one as Jim CBabr on the 
; and ayself inland. wil} both be needing dre. Below I shall list 
. ae pment that the ‘Beoond Tamaulipas Archaeological Expedition has. 
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‘boxes or ‘nakise: 
12 boxes ambroid 
10 blocks of parsfin 


: Camping Equipsent: | 


> 3 sleepi 4 tml 

a 2 whooping: bags 
Spattint shave. 
ar lantern - 
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/1] Hornett rifle and cleaning equipment 
' 6 boxes of shells 

* pote, pans, knives, forks, etc. 

. bbox of fishing equipment 

> Lopate of German gpa binoculars 


> 2 medical. ly ki 
J 1 batte radio. 
~.0%n 2 flash lights. 
©; blankets 
Boas. ® ‘ ~cel.olothes pins 
: Wt dy @ 
uh baa ‘Photographic ui ents 
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4 by Photographic Equipment (continued) 


1 flash bulb adapter | 
see Sites’ dewnloping vas : 
Lr eveloping tank for cut film 
1 dark bag 
6 camera plates 
3 trays 
1 ac done, | tin 
1 funne 
' 2 yellow bottles 
2 tongs 
30 packs of cut film - Panatomic-X 
4 packs Eetochrome ~ out film 
1 light developing tank for roll film 
1 Veston meter 
1 ean of cleaning o11 
20 cane of developing chemicals of various kinde 
2 camera brushes 
2 packs of lense cleaners 
1 can of oil 


i Laboratory Equipment: 


1 ream of typing paper 

1 ream of yellow paper 

1 ream of graph paper 

2 blotters 

2 boxes of pens ~ 

7 sheets of grase-section paper 
6 bottles of different colored India ink 
4 maps of Tamaulipas 

1 typewriter 

2 filing cabinets 

1 radio 

6 books 

2 boxes of pencils 


Clothing, etc. (not listed as it is personal) 


 Pinanelally, the expedition is fairly well off, though, of 
Course, more money could be used. At present the balance in the 
“eads $2,408.60. Incidentally, the University of Chicago, 
‘ter indicating that they would give me $1,500.00 for the expedition, — 


_@pplication for funds that I would receive 1,600.00, from them. 
Evidently, not even reputable men and inetitutions or universities 
to be trusted. Also, the application for funds from my wife 

‘foi logical was turned down. However, I believe that 1 should 
_ be able with the money now on hand-to continue work well into May. 


Ay" ‘ _ ‘Kerry Christmas ana Happy New Year. 
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f rh: | SECOND TAMAULIPAS ARCHAEOLOGICAL ‘EXPEDITION 
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: | Boxes In these brief monthly reports I ehall usually touch Upon 

x | Whree eubjecte: genere? happenings, particular excavations or 

ss “a Ghatological ‘reconnaissance andthe financial etatue of ae 

| ‘@xpedition. Whenever vossible, photographs will adcompany the 

/ Peports. Actus] Tield noter, field photogranhs, made, cross ~ 
seotlon @rawines wna A¥chacological specimens will stay with the 
@xpedition. This report will vary only from the regular reports 

| Gn that Qt shell have a complete listing of all the equipment. | 

| foe’ My wite an@ I Lert Chicago on November 16th, in the Jeep 

| With the trailer. THetitet day of travel was’ uheventful but on 

| the) eeoond’ day)" half’ way actoes Missouri, misfortune overtook us. 

{ a The Pight wheel of the trailer had spun off the lug nuté and eaten 

, Ofr's12 but’ tes of the’ luge As well ae naif of the” ceasing for the” 

: | Bele. Fortunately, te had turned ho corners and stopped cautiously | 

ae Bha thie’ thé wheel aia hot come ore. Arter come @elay ‘searching ‘ 
fo B Rew axle Grim And’ whee? I had the wheel welded to the axle 
api ana’axie aru welded back together. “Thus, of the third day 

we hobbled into kansas City’ for Pepaire. Porturiately, my wife's none 

fatne? £8 % Weohanio <hd Swnér of ‘ah auto pate eurply house. 
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Ae Well de hechdnically improved. Alléo, I had the Jeep overhauled 
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hike Whe original purpose of the ‘visit to the University of Texas 
Mas ,to analyze the archaeological materiale from the Cameron County, 
exae and northern Tamaulipas sites in the “Andereon Collection. I 
had studied and tabulated most of the materiale from Tamaulipas 
1946, but had neglected (due to lack of time and money) to check © 
Statistically the specimens from Cameron County which superficially 
#@ppeared to be the same. Upon analysis, however, it immediately 
became apparent that there were some percentage differences in the 
artifact types ag well. as some @ifferent artifacts. The materials 
An, northernmost: Tamaulipas have a greater emmheasie upon shell arti- 
fact and. crude objects usually are Huasteo sherds of Periods V and VI. 
In.Cameron County, however; the sites, though, with about 75% of 
their traits the same show a greater emphasis on stone and have 

ae trade objects (?) projectile pointe made of green (ruin) bottle 
Glass and early colonial Spanish glazed or wheel made sherds. Pro- 
bably in Merch or April I will excavate two cites, each of these’ 

two varieties; of the Browneville complex. ‘This provides a chronology 
for the Rio Grande Delta region and should prove to be a valueable 
link. in. correlating the chronologies of Central Texas and Meso-America. 
However, oursvisit to the University of Texas was even more fruitful, 
for on the second day of my studying there, a graduate ‘student at 

| the Univereity asked could he come along with me. Since I waa in 
need of a supervisor for working along the coast this was most 
fortunate. Also, 4t was possible to arrange with the Veteran's 
Administration to have him receive his G.I. Bill benefits while he 
atudied and received educational training in Tamaulipas. Thus, I 

do not have to pay him. He wiil start work shortly after February lst, 
and will work until about June let. I will work with him and get 
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him trained during the month of February: The materials he un+ 


covers®’I will etudy and will be included with the rest of my. 
materials in the final’ report. The two happenings of good fortune 
ghbala*have: been: enough but they were not. On Saturday;,) a Drs Vento. 
W. Armatrong Price, consultant geologist of the Humble 011 Company, 
allied” me long aistance and agked coule he‘ fly up from Corpus Christi 
an@vhave & conference with me that evening. The substance: of the: 
conference was that his company has s lawsuit which is concerned 
with the age of Glay dune formation along the Tamaulipas and Texas 


Coast. “I° was. fortunately able to inform him that I had deteable 


archaeological materials both under, over and in these clay dunes.. 
Thug, ve were able to ao business. «© * (nto 

woe Por information that could be used in the lawsuit, they are. 
willing to help me in-any way possible. » Since T would be digging 
Clay dune sites and publishing the information anyway, their project 
and: working with them does not inconvenience me at all. They have 
eaid that they will provide me with an outboard motor for a boat 
for my work along the coast wna, that, also, during the last week 
of February they might be able to fly me Up and down the coast to 
look: for: sites. | POM | | 

ouniehe- final happening: in Austin was that Robert Stevenson, 
working for Smithsonian Institute on Federal Dam Basin Archaeolo- 
gical Surveys: Project hae been told that he will be doing surveying 
in Starr, Zapata and “ebb Counties, Texas, just west of Tamaulipas, 
during April. I have seen collections from this area snd they tie 
im with Tamaulipas and might provide a link between the culture of + 
the, Southwest an@ the “high’ culture of Mexico... He and I will 
probably cooperate’ in thé work in this erea and he said any materials 
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“he mone will be available to me for Cy sms data for my first 
, Te ih iia hein activity and good luck I left Austin on 
“the 28th ana arrivea in Tampico on the 30th. On the way down through 
“Pamaulipas I renewed contacts with guides, workers and other people 
Gi rhtabiapas #0 things would be rendy when I began working. In 
“Whmpteo I saw Roperto Parran, who has done some survey work looking 
“for Hurstec, Period I eites and who had ba pecegy oD & workers 
"Yor the expedition. he weawon + G iat | 
pestis However, since thé first problem I wanted to attack was con- 
: cerned “ith the Archaic or pre-Archaie culture of Mexico thich was’ 
“Yabie to take me Just over the border into Vera Cruz and my permit 
“Wee Juet for Tomauttpas, 4t became necessary to go to Mexico, D.F.. 
_ Thus, from December lst to Sth, I was in Mexico City. Here I 
"paw a Lekee number of the move luportant archaeologists at the 
“Yuseo and the Instituto. Also, Dr. Noquera sgreed that it was 
pernissable for me to ao work north of Panuco and around the en 
et Chile ‘on 7y present permina. . shies 
°°") Phom December 6th through the Oth, I surveyed for Period I 
“Gites arouna the Laguna @e Chile and north of Panunco. A Large 
number of pites were seen but the best one was just north of Panuco. 
Here the bank of the river had cut into a deep refuse devorit. 
Sherds appéared to go down to at Least a depth of 20 feet and ene 
‘meres at the ‘top of the bank were Period I. ‘The first excavation 
we put into this Geposit wan about 120 feet back from the river 
bank but the refuse ‘only went down about 4 feet. The materials were 
Period t but evidently wé had dug into the top of a prehistoric 
river bank or. ‘email hill. @Zhue we moved our second excavation over 


to the river bank (nee pioture)...Iwo five foot squares along the 
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bank were taken Gown in 6. inch levels to a depth of 25 feet. A 
tremendous paper of sherds were found, profiles made of the cut 

and about 50 photos of the excavations and strata teken. The 
stratified uatériale, Should have some definite changes from top to 
botton ang I believe. ‘upon analyeis Period I will have to be broken 
down into. ‘at. ‘least, three other periods. However, even down in 

the lowest levels gome of the sherds were far from primitive and most 
certainly aia. not belong to development stages of the Mexican "Archaic" 
or "Middle Cultures". _ For this reason i aid not feel justified in 
Calling Dr. Nogera to come and see my excavation. 

On December 17th, I came up to Brownsville to write reports, get 
new tires for the jeep, pick up my mail, ete. In the meantime, 
Roberto Parron and the other workers are finishing working and 
numbering the ehérds as well ae filling in the holes we dug. In 
the next two weeks I expect to further explore the Laguna de Chila 
region looking. for "Period A" sites that appear worth testing. 

The expedition ia quite well equipped except for another light 
meter. I would appreciate your sending me one se Jim Gomer on the 
coast and myself Anlend will both be needing one. Eslow I shall list 
the equipment. bhek the. Second Tamaulipas Archaeological Expedition has. 


eccietis Equipment 


drain, yg Jeep dn food condition 
t -, two whe eth equipment trailer 


l- out motor )? 

1 - ine can , 

2- spare tires.. iat 
l-<« rake for survey (7?) 


dh op. 4BA, Of, ante tools | 
- box Cf APAES, Jeep dads 


Field Equipment; 


12 shovels 

6 mattocks 

16 trovels 
| (continued) 
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Equipment (continued) 
‘6 fine point brushes 


4 knives evelonli 


. plane table ~ 
1 plane bern tripod 


100 sloth sack 
1600 cardboard ahtopding labels 


2 indelible pencils 
note ay Ny ' 


» 7 Pn e's 


balls ‘of ‘twsne 
| tape wednuved *¢; one steel ) 
1 water jug©' 


Ho Gl 80 
ie 


10 blocks of parafin 


’ 2b ee 


» Camping ‘Bquipment: 


3 asleeni bage 
2 jungl pohantene” 
2 air mattressee 
2 mess kites 
1 gasoline stove 
1 Goleman lantern 
1 Hornett rifle and bisusiac path cunare op 
é boxes of shells 
@, pane, Knives, forks, etc. 
i x of fishing equipment 
1 pair of Berman ~ Ahavy binoculars 
2 medion) supply ki 
1 battery radio 


o> 2 flash lights 


afta Y 
OP RLS 


ms a 


< 


for ethno 


4 blankets 


> 10 clothes aes: a 
sourse, va 


das peer Equipment: ental 


= speed graphlex 
A Vougnsianier, 9 by 126m 
n¢ Univex: 8 mn movie camera aisha 


ft peed eraiphiken: | ptorage wox rm 4 
2 flash guns end reflectors — 
“S filters (ved, yellow and haze) - 


* 3 filter adapter 
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, ‘Photographie Equipment (continued) 


‘ ; 1 flash bulb adapter 
hee, | 24 flash buibs 
ey 1 day light developing tank for cut film 
1 dark bag 


q 6 camera plates 


| . trays . 

: drying tin 

. sik funnel 

* 2 yellow bottles 
y 2 tongs 


3O packs of cut film - Panatomic-X 
4 packe Ectochrome - cut film 
1 day light developing tank for roll film 
1 ¥Yeston meter 
1 can of cleaning o11 
; 20 cans of developing chamicals of various kinds 
sf 2 camera brushes 
_ 2 packa of lense cleaners 
( . 1 can of 011 


Laboratory Equipment: 


1 ream of typing paper 

* . 1 ream of yellow paper 

my 1 ream of graph paper 
2 blotters 
2 boxes of pens 
7 sheets of grass-section paper 
6 bottles of different colored India ink 
4 maps of Tamaulipas / 
t 1 typewriter 

2 fi cabinets 
1 radio 
6 books 
2 boxes of pencils 


Clothing, etc. (not listed as it 16 personal) 


Financially, the expedition is fairly well off, though, of 
Gourse, more money could be used. At present the balance in the 
ome bank reads $2,498.60. Incidentally, the University of Chicago, 
after indicating that they would give me 31,500.00 for the expedition, 
~ Ohanged their mind. 


I, therefore, would like to apologize for saying in my original 
lication for funds that I would receive $1,600.00, from them. 
Evidently, not even reputable men and institutions or universities 
are to be trusted. Also, the anplication for funds from my wife 
for ethnological was turned down. However, I believe that 2 should 
be able with the money now on hand to continue work well into May... 


Merry Christmas ani Happy New Year. 


Miller Hotel Siokerdr ier! eadehabota 
: Brownsville, Texas Tamaulipas Expedition 
wes ew December 20, 1948 
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SECOND TAMAULIPAS EXPEDITION 
Monthly Report 


Since my first report of December 20, 1948, the expedition 


has accomplished much and a great deal of vital new information con- 


cerning the prehistory of Tamaulipas, as well as the prehistory of 
all of Mexico has been uncovered. This period of excavation and 


archaeological reconnaissance began by the excavation of two sites 


at the Laguna Tortuga north of the Laguna Chila in the state of Vera 


Cruz. These excavations were undertaken from Dec. 22 to the Sist. 


Both sites contained Huastec, Period I materials under Period II, 


but added little to our knowledge of Period I that had not been ob= 


tained in the previous month of excavation of the 23 foot deposit 

of Period I material at Panuco. Then the expedition moved to Llera, 
Tamaulipas, where we excavated in a ruin of the Pueblito culture. 
This excavation took place from January lst., 1949 to January 6th. 
The excavation greatly supplinented and substantiated our knowledge 
of the Pueblito culture. Perhaps the most important contribution of 
knowledge of the Pueblito culture was the discovery of late Archaic 
figurines with a large sample of Pueblito Period I sherds. This not 
only indicated a longer sequence of high culture in south central 
Tamaulipas, but also seems to justify the conclusion that this Pueb- 


lito culture represented a new high culture and not a mere regional 


Variant of the Huastec. Then on the 7th. of January the expedition 
moved into the center of the Sierra de Tamaulipas for the excavation 


of the caves I had previously discovered in the Canyon Diablo. 


My wife, once we arrived in Los Angeles, began her social 
anthropological study of the community. I have endeavored to help 
her by interviewing all the local workere. Some of the “pure” 
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pottery complex having large round based projectile points, side 
notched points, small humpbacked scrapers, large well chipped knives 
and some large triangular projectile points. This assemblage is as 
yes enanaly see and ‘bears resemblance to the Repelo complex further 
north and for the present I call it = Repelo}-like. Here was at last,. 
a prepottery culture older than the "so-called" Archaic in Mexico, 
in indisputable stratigraphic position below Archaic remains. Below 
this zone of sdubcsiahed were waterlaid sands and below it waterlaid river 
gravels. 

These gravels may be interpreted as having been laid down, 

in pre-Archaic times, when ‘the bed 6f the Canyon Diablo was %0 feet 
higher than now and when the area was very wet. Also, in studying 
the terraces along the Canyon Diablo there appear to be two, one at 

) 35 feet and the other at Fo. Thus, these waterlaid deposits in the 
Gave represent the earliest moist period in the Canyon Diablo. Dr. 
We Armstrong Price, consultant geologist for Humble 011 Co. has re- 
cently been studying the climatic periods of the coast of Tamaulipas. 
He*has found that along the coast there have been just two humid 
periods. One is about the time of Christ and the other is just post- 
Pleistocene in the Pluvial. If the geology of the coast is appli- 
cable to the Canyon Diablo 65 miles east of the coast then this moist 
period represented in this cave can be comprehended. This high ter- 
race, grevel and sand zone of Tm 61 looks like the early humid period 
of Pluviel times while the 55 foot terrace looks like the terrace at 
the time of Christ. . Thus, this deposit looke like it might be Pluviael 


re time. 


Now.back to the stratigraphy of the cave. In two places under 
the gravels and in the sands were eroorif of burned rock and refuse. 
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These two deposits both contained large ovoid knives with Only primary 


flaking, large humpbacked scrapers, choppers and hammerstones. This 
assemblage I am calling the Diablo Focus. 

The geological indications in the cave are that the Diablo 
Posus exicted during a wet period that might have been the post-pleis- 
tocene: pluvial period between 6,000 to 20,000 years age, Fortunately, 


I have some bone material from these levels that may substantiate or 


négete this geological conclusion. Also, I heve soil samples from 
these earliest deposits that can be analyzed for pollen. Of course, 
it is necessary for a geologist to study this area. 
The culture sequence as indicated by this cave ie: 
Los Angeles Focus 
Pueblito I 
Repelo-like 
Diablo Focus 
The next cave, Tm 82 was much larger and looked even more 
promising. The stratigraphy indicated that in the upper six inches 


were a few sherds of the Pueblito complex and the Los Angeles Focus. 


- Below these remains were 11 feet of refuse containing only Repelo- 


like materials. It, however, contained a large sample of artifacts 


of 4 pre-agricultural and a pre-pottery horizon that upon study may 


- An@icete cultural change snd trends. The etratigrephy of this cave, 
of course, confirmed in part that of the first cave. 


‘The final cave Tm 17448 small and situated about 100 meters 
above the Ganyon Diablo's bed. This has been only partially exca- 
vated and I shall return this week to finish it. The five five foot 
6quares I have opened so far indicate that there are Pueblito remains 


on the surface above a six inch sterile leyer. Below the sterile 


layer is a one foot strata of refuse , se aati Repelo-like artifacts 
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and so far has produced one burial with woven mats, part of a basket, 
woven nets and a bundle of corn cobs. Thus, we have a pre-pottery 
level with corn agriculture. Below this deposit is a one to two foot 
sterile deposit composed of cave fill, wind blown sand. and rat dung. 
Underlying this is another dark refuse strata containing Diablo Focus, 
large crude knives and scrapers. Below this is sterile cave fill and 
the floor of the cave. This stratigraphy confirms that of the other 
Caves. Next week excavations will continue in this cave. The chance 
of finding more textile fragments of the pre-pottery agriculturists, 
as well as more fauanal remains for conformation of the age of the 
Diablo Focus is extremely good as preservation is almost perfect. 

The final site excavated was a small open Los Angeles Focus 
site. Also, a cave containing only Los Angeles artifacts was found 
which had pictographs of men on horse back. This would tend to cone 
firm the identification of the Los Angeles Focus as being of historic 
times and probably the Pasitas tribe. 

In graphic form the excavation and coorelation of cultures 
in the Huasteca, the Valley of Mexico, Sierra de Tamaulipas and the 
sites of the Canyon Diablo appear to be: 
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I have notified the Inatituto 46’ athropolkk ae Mexico of my 
finds. I await your permission as to releasing news of these disco- 
yeries to the popular channel of communications (1e.- newspapers and 
magazines). If you want to release news to Life magazine I gan pre- 

> pare | photographs and captions for them. 

The final part of this report concerns the finances of the ex- 
pedition. As you may realize, with increased amounts of lebor and the 
necessity of pack animals to bring water to our camp, expenses mounted. 
There is now only $1,643.00 in the bank for the expedition. Whether 
the expedition can continue to operate until June 15th. without stin- 
ting the investigation of early man in Mexico, as well as the other 
projects of the expedition is extremely doubtful, TI would appreciate 


the Board of Directors of the Viking Pund, Inc. considering this 
matter and-await their decision. 4] : 
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SECOND TAMAULIPAS EXPEDITION 
MONTHLY REPORT 


During the month of March, the expedition has maintained two 
Separate camps; one on the coast and one working at various places 
inland. 

On the coast, we (mainly my supervisor, James C, Garner) have 
tested four sites, Materials from the sites have been dissap .oint- 
ingly sparse though significant. ‘Two sites appear to be mainly 
Huastec, Period VI and occupy very different stratigraphic position 
in clay dunes (that supposedly are regularly cyclically formed). 
Another of tho sites may belong to the Abasolo focus, It contained 


some artifacts, two burials, and very probably part of a post hole 


oval house. The fourth site is 4% present being excavated. It may 
be a stratified with two differen t occupations, On the surface, 
a large number of sherds were found as well as a copper point. 
This copper object will be sint to be analyzed and may represent 
an, important trade object. 

The second group excavated two sites, The first I excavated 
was near the town of Repelo. This site had stratigraphy but some 


very interesting aberrany materials, The upper two levels of the 


site contained very small triangular points, small stemmed points, 


part of a metate and serapers (comapring to the Catan focus) along 
with a few “uastec trade sherds of Period VI.and maybe one of 
Period V. In the lower three levels Abasolo focus points, scrapers 
and morters were found in association with a Langtry Stenmed type 
of projectigugeint from. the Big Bend area of Texas. Tree ring 
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dates tell us this type of point went out of existance at about 
1L1LOOA.D. Since Huastec, Period V and VI sherds are above this 
point, theymust have existed after 1100A.D. Inferentially this 
data dates by Southwestern dondrochronology at least on a horizon 
in Middle America. Perhaps with further work of this type other 
Middle .American horizons can be dated and the Maya Correlation 
solved, 

The final work at the expedition this month consisted of exe 
ploring aud excavating some ruins in the Sierra Madre about 40 miles 
southeast of Cuidad Victoria, As [ had indicated in my request 
for funds and in my American Antiquity article I beleive materials 
from this region will be fundamental in the solution of the problem 
.of early connections between the Southeast and Mexico. My brief 
visit to this region confirms my beleif in the importance of the 
area for I discovered the remains of a new culture with a distinctive 
architectural ani ceramic complex of roughly late "Archaic" times. 
Declinatinn of the sequence of this culture both before and after 
the period of the sites I found is very necessary. Whether the 
expedition will be able to do such this season is extremely doubt- 
ful. . 

Also, during the last few days of ‘this month, I began analysis 
of the materials if the early Huastec from my excavations north of 
Panuco. I have been most fortunate in obtaining labratory space 
at the rural soHoaly Tamatan, in Cuidad Victoria. 

The Piidnada Wee the expedition are at present in rather a bad 
State as the expedition has now spent $2683 more than it originally had. 
In other words, the 4tuadtidon shows a debit of $283. Fortunately 


the expedition's assets in equipment is about $1,000. 


Richard 8. MacNeish 
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